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Introduction 
 

This Parks and Open Space Plan has been developed in accordance 
with the Growth Management Act (GMA) and is consistent with the 
requirements of the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) for 
funding eligibility. The content has been determined by the nature, 
location and size of existing park, recreation, open space and 
trail/bikeway facilities in the vicinity.  
 

The City has a history of involving its citizens in park planning issues.  
Individuals and organizations in participation with the City have been 
responsible for acquisition and development of the community's park 
and recreation resources.  This type of public/private involvement will 
continue to be the source of park and open space development within 
the City.   
 
In October and November of 1982, the City conducted a community 
opinion survey of every household in the City, with a few surveys also 
distributed to areas surrounding the City.  The survey was sponsored by 
the College Place Planning Commission, a Citizen's Advisory 
Committee, local businesses, Walla Walla College, Washington State 
University and Partnership for Rural Development.  The survey was 
completed by 62% of the recipient households. 
 
In December, 1983, the City of College Place adopted a Comprehensive 
Plan which contained an Open Space Element.  The City Planning 
Commission held over 100 public meetings and workshops and in 
addition the City Council held hearings during the preparation of this 
plan. 
 
Also, in May 1984, the City adopted a zoning ordinance which 
implements the Comprehensive Plan.  This Ordinance established a 
Public Reserve (PR) district the purpose of which is "to provide for the 
retention of lands necessary for open space, parks…"; a Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) zoning overlay district which requires 15% of 
common open space for a PUD containing residential development 
(10% for PUDs consisting of Commercial or Industrial uses); and a 
Mobile Home Park (MHP) district which requires the provision of 300 
square feet per mobile home of usable common open space.  There 
were 20 public meetings and hearings before the Planning Commission 
and City Council prior to adoption of the Ordinance. 
 
During the Planning process for the Comprehensive Plan revision in 
1988 and 1989, the City randomly distributed 400 Park and Recreation 
Surveys to utility customers and 108 or 27% were returned.  The survey 
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shows that the citizens are generally happy with the number and 
appearance of the parks and recreation facilities.  Walking and biking 
paths and improved restrooms continue to be priorities. 
 
During the 2007 update open houses were held where participants were 
asked to identify where new parks are needed, resulting in the 
development of Figure P-1.   
 
In 2008, the City adopted the College Place Parks and Open Space 
Plan, extracted from and based on the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
  

As part of the 2014 Park and Open Space Plan amendment cycle an online survey 
was conducted utilizing SurveyMonkey and an open house was held.  Attendees of 
the open house were encouraged to participate in the survey.  Additional 
information regarding the 2014 survey can be found in the Public Participation 
Addendum section of this plan.  
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Population Growth Trends 
 

An analysis of population growth trends is an important part of the planning 
process.  These trends tell us a great deal about future growth in our 
community.  

How Much Growth Has Occurred? 

 
Since 2000 the population of the City of College Place has increased from 
7818 people to 8875 in 2013, with an average annual growth rate of 
approximately 1.21%.  Total population percent change from 2000 to 2010 
was 12.11%. 

Table T-1 

Population 2000-2013 
 

Year 
 

Population* Annual 
% change 

5 year  
% change 

10 year  
% change 

 2000 7,818 -- -- -- 

 2001 7,891 .93% -- -- 

 2002 7,974 1.05% -- -- 

2003 8,052 .98% -- -- 

2004 8,416 4.52% -- -- 

2005 8,505 1.06% 8.79 % -- 

2006 8,541 0.42% -- -- 

2007 8,589 .56% -- -- 

2008 8,613 .28% -- -- 

2009 8,690 .89% -- -- 

2010 8,765 .86% -- 12.11% 

2011 8,780 .17% -- -- 

2012 8,845 .74% -- -- 

2013 8,875 .34% -- -- 

     

Average Annual Growth Rate 

2000-2010 

1.21% 

 

  

Source:  Office of Financial Management; 2000 population based on Census; 2010 population based on Census 
*Population does not include population associated with college-owned housing within the City. 
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Table T-2 

College Place Demographics  

 

Total 
Population  
 

Hispanic  
Or  

Latino  
(any 
race) 

Not 
Hispanic 

Or  
Latino  

White 
Alone, 

Not 
Hispanic  
Or Latino 

Black or 
African 

American  
Alone, 

Not 
Hispanic 
or Latino  

American 
Indian 

and 
Alaska 
Native 
Alone, 

Not 
Hispanic 
or Latino 

Asian 
Alone, 

Not 
Hispanic  
Or Latino 

Native 
Hawaiian 

and 
Other 

Pacific 
Islander 
Alone, 

Not 
Hispanic 
or Latino 

Some 
Other 
Race 

Alone, 
Not 

Hispanic 
or Latino 

8,765 1,618 7,147 6,606 128 51 154 22 5 
Source:  Office of Financial Management; 2010 Census 
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Public Participation Addendum 
 

The City of College Place first adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 1983.  
There was an extensive public participation effort, comprehensive survey 
and citizens groups that formulated the first Comprehensive Plan.  The 
survey included a section on parks and from the initial comprehensive 
plan came the basics of the parks program College Place has today.   
 
Subsequent comprehensive plan updates have included public outreach 
to try and validate the current plan or to look at modifications as dictated 
by the public at large.   
 
The public process through the 1982, 1988 and 1989 plans are well 
documented in the current comprehensive plan.  Not as strongly 
documented and in some instances not mentioned is the public 
participation effort and planning process for the plans from that time on.  
The purpose of this addendum is to fill in those blanks with documented 
participation, including documents from the files of the updated 
comprehensive plans, Planning Commission minutes, special meetings, 
City Council meetings and City newsletters.   
 
Starting in 1994, College Place began the process for the first 
Comprehensive Plan under the Growth Management Act.  Much of the 
content of the parks plan came from the earlier 1989 plan.  Although there 
is not much additional information in the files regarding parks, part of the 
work program for the consultant included a review of the Parks and 
Recreation Element at a Planning Commission meeting on July 5, 1994.  
A follow up meeting regarding the Parks element was held on July 18, 
1994.  The result of that meeting was the draft parks element submitted to 
the public in the city newsletter in September 1994.   
 
The draft document was submitted for public comment on January 24, 
1995.  After submittal to DCD (CTED today) for the 60 day review, public 
hearings were held in March 1995 before Planning Commission and City 
Council with final adoption in April 1995. 
 
The next major update to the College Place Comprehensive Plan started 
on February 19, 2002 with a joint session of Planning Commission, City 
Council, the city’s consultant and the public to begin a series of “Citizen 
Visioning”.  The goal was to reevaluate the goals and policies of the 
current plan, to form subcommittees for an in-depth look at each element 
and to review the updated plan elements. 
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The following methods were used to gather public input and participation: 
1. A goals and policies checklist for Urban Design and Parks Plan was 

distributed at Planning Commission public meeting in March 2002 
to evaluate the current plan and to make comments and 
suggestions for changes.  Those changes were incorporated into 
the draft plan and were reviewed by the public in many settings as 
listed below. 

2. In May 2002 a Community Vision Worksheet was mailed to 2,100 
households and posted on the city’s website.  114 completed 
worksheets were returned.    With the exception of developing new 
housing and continue to grow at the present rate, the respondents 
agreed with the existing values and goals. 

3. In June 2002 a questionnaire was sent out to the same households 
asking about pedestrian and biking facilities in the community.  45 
responses were received.  Among the responses were concerns for 
children safety in walking and biking to schools and parks. 

4. The College Place newsletter contained articles and asked for input 
in 9 newsletters during 2002 and 2003.  Special events were 
advertised in the Walla Walla Union Bulletin, mailed to property 
owners and distributed to local businesses.   

5. Four Citizen Visioning Workshops were held in June, July and 
August, 2002.  Opportunity for discussion on all aspects of the 
Comprehensive Plan were encouraged.  Attendance at the 
visioning workshops ranged from 15-30 people.  

6. A Comprehensive Plan open house was held on September 7 and 
8, 2002.  The draft plan was available to the public for additional 
input and questions.   

7. Planning commission held 9 public meetings/workshops during 
2002 and 4 in 2003.  They held 1 public hearing in 2002 and 2 in 
2003. 

8. City Council held 2 public hearings, 1 in 2002 and 1 in 2003.  The 
adoption of the Comprehensive Plan took place in 2004. 

9. In summary, a total of 7 special meetings, focusing on citizen input, 
participation and direction were initially held.  At least 12 separate 
informational mailings and three surveys were sent out to all utility 
customers and UGA residents.  Planning Commission held a total 
of 14 meetings/workshops and 3 public hearings.  City Council 
participated in a joint session with the Planning Commission and 
held 2 public hearings and 1 regular meeting for adoption. 

 
During this update process it became apparent that the population growth 
in College Place was going to require the addition of park land in order to 
meet the level of service goal as stated in the Comprehensive Plan.  All 
three public parks had been donated to the City.  Land inside the city limits 
was extremely limited and many of the discussions revolved around how 
and when would the City acquire additional park facilities.  
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During the early 2000’s a community based business association was just 
beginning to form and participate in fund raising for various community 
projects and encouraging public input on matters of concern.  The parks 
were in need of new playground which the city had no funds to purchase.  
Two local groups stepped in to assist with fund raising for the parks.  The 
Friends of College Place and the College Place Business Association 
raised $9280 to help purchase two big toys for two of the parks, Lion’s 
Park and Harvest Meadows Neighborhood Park.   Kiwanis Park, at the 
time, did not have good access and funding ran short, so this park did not 
receive new equipment.   
 
To improve the access to the Kiwanis Park, the City was able to purchase 
additional right of way to make the connection of the portion of Whitman 
Drive along the park frontage.  This along with two subdivisions that also 
made improvements to Whitman put the park next to a minor arterial with 
great access to the rest of the community.   
 
In 2004, the College Place Business Association and the City sent out a 
community survey to gather public input on the parks.  They were mailed 
to approximately 2,400 households in the College Place area.  Less than 
1% were returned and those indicated no change in the direction or level 
of service for the park plan in College Place. 
 
In 2006 the Planning Commission, during public hearings on subdivisions, 
recommended the City Council establish a methodology to increase park 
inventory and look at options for park mitigation.   
 
The park discussions rolled into the College Place Comprehensive Plan 
update that started in 2007 as required by GMA.  During the 2007 update 
process, three public forums were held during July specifically asking 
participants to identify future park location preferences, bike routes and 
pedestrian routes.  The comments received were combined with the Comp 
Plan requirements for parks and overlaid on a map. This resulted in a very 
effective visual tool for identifying and demonstrating where future 
community parks need to be located to best serve the community as it 
grows.   
 
The mapping data provided City staff with the tools to enter preliminary 
discussions with property owners planning a development on about 200 
acres.   Through the Comprehensive Plan process this area was identified 
as a location where there would be a significant population increase, land 
is still available, property owners are willing to participate, and according 
to the requirements listed in the Comprehensive Plan, is not adequately 
served by a community park.   
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Two additional public workshops were held in November 2007 to share 
the information gathered during the earlier public sessions and to gain 
additional feedback.  No proposed changes were received from the public 
and the final plan was sent to public hearing before the Planning 
Commission in November 2007 and City Council also in November 2007. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan, including the Parks and Open Space Element 
and Appendices, were presented at a public meeting in March 2008 and 
adopted by Ordinance # 1003. 
 
As part of the annual Comprehensive Plan Amendment process a 
workshop was held in January 2014.  In February and March of 2014 an 
online park survey was conducted utilizing SurveyMonkey and in March 
2014 an open house was held on the Park and Open Space Plan 
amendments.  The overall feedback from the public is to continue to make 
park improvements a priority over expansion of the park system.  
 
The survey focused on existing amenities at each park, overall conditions 
of facilities and the importance of potential park improvements.   
 

Lions Park appraised the best with the majority of amenities rated 
as either good or fair with only the concession building rated as 
poor compared to the other facilities.  The picnic shelter and 
playground equipment were among the highest rated.  When asked 
about the “fun factor” of Lions Park most rated it as enjoyable.  
 
Most of Kiwanis Park facilities were rated as poor with the tennis 
courts, restrooms and parking rated in poorest condition.  As with 
Lions Park, the picnic shelter and playground were top rated. The 
“fun factor” of Kiwanis Park was boring, a solid indication that 
improvements are needed.  
 

In terms of park improvements, handicapped accessible restrooms, 
walking trails and a splash-pad were rated as very important.  Pond 
improvements, tennis courts, basketball courts, soccer fields, climbing 
wall, softball field and baseball field were rated as important.  Tetherball 
and baseball dugout improvements were rated as somewhat important.  
An amphitheater, pickleball court and skateboarding park were rated as 
not needed.  
 
On May 20, 2014 the College Place Planning Commission held a public 
hearing on the annual Comprehensive Plan Amendments which included 
the Park and Open Space Plan amendments.  The College Place City 
Council conducted an additional public hearing regarding the annual 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments on June 9, 2014 and adopted 
Ordinance No. 1101, effective June 18, 2014. 
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Goals and Policies 
 

Goa l  PO-1 Provide for a broad public and private park and 
recreation plan and system meeting the needs of all age and 
income groups within the community. 

 
Policy PO-1A Maintain a Comprehensive Park and Recreation 
Plan, meeting the standards of the Interagency Committee for 
Outdoor Recreation by updating and gaining certification of the 
Plan as needed in conjunction with the review of the City's 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Policy PO-1B Ensure the ongoing involvement of community 
residents in the park planning process. 

 
Policy PO-1C Future parks and recreational facilities should 
include the operation and maintenance of neighborhood parks 
and/or playgrounds as well as small green spaces for passive 
and organized recreation that may be safely enjoyed by the 
public. 

a. Strive to provide park and recreation facilities dispersed 
throughout the City. 

b. Encourage volunteer citizen groups, developers and others 
in the development and implementation of park and 
recreation programs. 

c. Enforce the City's Subdivision Ordinance to require dedication 
of open space and provide for voluntary payment of fees in lieu 
of dedication to provide adequate open space for specific 
neighborhoods throughout the City. 

Policy PO-1D Pursue the standard that every City resident 
should be within one-half mile of a neighborhood or 
community park facility. Stress the acquisition of smaller 
parks closer to or within residential neighborhoods located 
such that a majority of the residents served do not have to 
cross an arterial street. 

 
Policy PO-1E  The small streams passing through the City 
are an important visual and environmental asset which 
should be preserved and enhanced by: 

a. Using open space dedications when required for a 
development proposal on properties containing a creek to 
acquire creek frontage and access; 

b. Protect streams from unauthorized channelization, 
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loss of bank vegetation and other actions that may 
adversely impact the stream corridor. 

Policy PO-1F Delineate and sign specific bike routes 
through the City so that future roadway improvements can 
be made compatible with bicycle use. 

a. As funds become available continue the bike path 
through the City of College Place from Larch and 12th 
to the City limits on Whitman. 

b.  Support the Regional Bicycle Committee in their 
efforts to continue the bike path to Whitman Mission. 

c.  As the City continues to develop along Garrison and Stone Creek, 

pedestrian/bicycle trails should be developed along these streams.  

Policy PO-1G Identify areas in the City where additional 
bike routes or pedestrian paths would be desirable and 
could be acquired through the Subdivision Ordinance. 
Where feasible bicycle routes and pedestrian paths should 
be integrated with recreational facilities and schools. 

 
Policy PO-1H Prioritize park improvements and identify 
a source of funds, both for large projects and small 
maintenance type works, by preparing and maintaining a 
current Capital Improvement Program. 

a. The City should continue to pursue funding for park 
projects from the RCO. 

b. Renovations should be accomplished in a 
manner that allows a minimum opportunity for 
vandalism. 

c. Work to provide and upgrade parking facilities in City parks. 

d. Maintain adequate drainage and irrigation of park lands. 

Policy PO-II Provide adequate park facilities, while 
minimizing maintenance and labor requirements. 

Policy PO-1J Stress advertising of park facilities and 
activities. Develop an informational mail-out about the City's 
park system and improve the signing of park facilities. 
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Inventory 

City Parks 
The City of College Place currently manages two community park 
sites, both of which serve the community as a whole as well as 
their respective neighborhoods.  The City has one neighborhood 
park.  
 
Kiwanis Park - Kiwanis Park covers 8.0 acres and provides a 
soccer field, a baseball field, two tennis courts, and an area for 
picnicking.  New playground equipment was added in 2014.  The 
park is located between Whitman Drive and 3rd Street 
immediately west of Davis School. 
 
In 1950, the Kiwanis Club raised $5,000 through donations for the 
purpose of purchasing and acquiring a public park.  The City 
appropriated an additional $5,000 and purchased approximately 
six acres lying north of Third Street.  The club also donated the 
tennis courts and the City improved the playground and picnic 
area.  Three to four additional acres were purchased in 1963 and 
a baseball field was subsequently installed. 
 
Lions Park - Lion’s Park covers 9.0 acres and provides a soccer 
field, softball field, community center, and areas for picnicking and 
fishing.  Garrison Creek flows through the park.  A girl's softball 
league and a soccer league use Lions Park.  The park is located 
along Larch Avenue at 8th Street. 
 
In 1965, Virgil and Lucyreta Davin donated approximately nine 
acres to the City of College Place for park purposes.  Using the 
donated property as an in-kind match, the City received 
$15,566.00 from IAC to develop the park, install a ball field, 
construct a junior fishing and duck pond, install a sprinkler system 
and sanitary facilities.  Much of the work performed was done with 
volunteer labor.  The community building at the park was built by 
the Lions, donated to the City and is leased back to the Lions.  
The playground equipment was acquired through donated fund 
raising efforts. 
 
Harvest Meadows Park - This is a neighborhood park that was 
developed in conjunction with a new subdivision immediately 
south, and adjacent to SR-125.  The park is somewhat less than 
1/2 acre in area.  In 2002 the City installed a playground and 
replaced it in 2009 after it was destroyed by a fire.  
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Other Parks 
The City of Walla Walla operates the nearby Fort Walla Walla 
Park. 
 
Fort Walla Walla Park - Fort Walla Walla Park (200 acres) 
provides an amphitheater, museum, camping area, and an area 
for picnicking. 
 
 
Table P-1 and figure P-1 inventory the parks in the City.  

Trails and Bikeways 
While exact bike and trail routes through the Cities of Walla 
Walla and College Place have not yet been decided, there has 
been an on-going program of developing a bike path system 
linking Rooks Park, east of Walla Walla and Whitman Mission, 
west of College Place, as well as linking specific neighborhoods, 
parks, schools, employment and shopping areas. 
 
At this time, as a part of the Rooks Park and Whitman Mission 
linkage, there exists a bike path just north of the City along Mill 
Creek from Rooks Park to Eastgate Lions Park in Walla Walla 
and from Plaza Way and SR-125, past Fort Walla Walla Park, to 
Larch Street in the City of College Place.  There is also a path 
from Walla Walla Community College along Isaacs Avenue to 
its intersection with Mill Creek Road and a path from the 
Veteran’s Complex along SR-125 to Adair Vista Park in the City 
of Walla Walla.  The County designated the vacated roadway 
into Whitman Mission from Last Chance Road as a bike path.  
The City of College Place from 2007 through 2012 added a 
roughly 1.68 mile stretch of multiuse bike and pedestrian 
pathway   that extend from Myra Road West to Martin Airfield.  
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Table P-1 Park Inventory 

Key Park Area 

(acres) 

Owner Facilities 

A Kiwanis Park 8 City of College 

Place 

2 tennis courts, 

picnicking, playground, 

baseball field, soccer 

field, small shelter 

B Lions Park 9 City of College 

Place 

softball field, 

picnicking, kiddie 

fishing, pond creek, 

community center, 

soccer field, shelter, 

grandstand 

C Harvest Meadows  

Park 

.5 City of College 

Place 

open space, small 

playground 

 

Standards 

While the City for the large part has elected to use the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) standards for cities with 
a population of 5,000-10,000, as well as the average standards 
for cities of this size in Washington State.  It has also chosen to 
vary those standards in specific instances due to the unique 
character of the area.   
 
More stringent standards for soccer fields were adapted due to 
the growing popularity of the sport with youth and also due to the 
higher than average Hispanic population that prefers this sport.  A 
lower standard than average was chosen for bike paths, due to 
the level topography and low traffic volumes of roads in the area 
which make bicycling on most roads a popular and relatively safe 
form of recreation and travel. 
 
The following describes the types of park and recreation facilities 
and the associated City standard.  These standards have been 
adopted by the City and are based on an analysis of National 
Park and Recreation Association (NPRA) guidelines.  This 
provides the basis for preparing the Capital Facilities Element of 
this plan, for preparing grant applications and for calculating 
impact fees. 
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Community Parks 

The major type of active parks in the City are two community 
parks, Lions and Kiwanis, supplemented by special facilities at 
schools and regional parks located outside the City.  A significant 
part of the population currently lives within one-half mile of these 
two parks.  A community park provides large active open spaces 
for the community as a whole and may include play fields, 
pedestrian paths and trails, picnic facilities, play equipment, and 
restrooms. 

The City has adopted the standard of a minimum of 2 acres of 
Community Park for every 1,000 people.  The adopted standard 
for this category of park is lower than that recommended by the 
NRPA.  Several factors figured into this including: availability and 
accessibility of non-city open space and facilities, the anticipated 
size of the City, location and amount of existing park land, and the 
rural character of the surrounding area. 

Property for a new community park is needed to accommodate 
the expanding community.  A combination of grants, community 
matching funds and development fees are being proposed to fund 
the park.  

Neighborhood Parks 

These parks are intended to serve residential areas within a block 
or subdivision up to a 1/4-mile radius of the park site.  The 
minimum desirable size is half an acre.  Access would be mostly 
pedestrian, and park sites should be located so most persons 
living within the service area will not have to cross a major arterial 
street in getting to the site.  Development within a neighborhood 
park might include landscaping, picnic tables, bike racks, play 
equipment, paved courts and backboards. 
 
The standard for neighborhood parks is 1 acre/1000 population.  
They should be at least one-half acre in area and located such 
that neighborhood residents do not have to cross an arterial 
street.  The intent is to locate small parks in conjunction with new 
subdivisions and, as opportunities arise, in those areas of the City 
that may not be immediately accessible to the community parks.   
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Trails 

Pedestrian/bicycle trails provide connections between 
neighborhoods, parks, schools and other activity areas.  They 
may also connect to other trails developed outside the City to form 
a regional network.  Trails can also provide public access through 
sensitive areas and protective open spaces, such as along creeks 
and between incompatible land uses.  The Transportation chapter 
has more detail on these facilities. 
 
Trails are to be provided at a standard of .3 of a mile for every 
1,000 people.  The trail width would range from 10 feet to 16 feet 
depending on the use proposed and the terrain involved.  It can 
be designed to accommodate both pedestrians and bicycles.  If 
both pedestrians and cyclists are to use the trail it should be 
developed at a width wide enough to reduce conflicts between the 
different users.  The surface used for this type of trail may be 
paved or crushed aggregate depending on the use.   

Other Standards 

The City has also adopted standards for other recreation facilities 
such as ball fields, swimming pools, tennis and basketball courts, 
and picnic areas.  These are summarized in the Needs Analysis 
Table P-2. 
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Table P-2 Needs Analysis 
 

Facility 

 

Standard 

Current 

Supply 

Current 

Need  

2007 

Surplus/ 

Deficit 

2025 

Need  

2025 

Surplus/

Deficit 

Softball Field  1/5,000 1 2  -1 3  -2 

Baseball Field  1/5,000 1 2  -1 3  -2 

Soccer Field  1/2,000 1 4  -3 6  -5 

       

Tennis Court  1/2,000  0 4  -4 6  -6 

       

Community Park  2 ac/1,000 17 ac. 17.7 ac. -.7 ac. 22 ac. -8-5ac. 

Neighborhood 

Park  

1 ac/1,000 .5 ac. 8ac. -7.5 ac. 13 ac. -12.5 ac. 

Bike Trail .3 mi./1,000  2.28 mi. 2.4 mi.  -0.12mi. 3.8 mi.  -1.52mi. 

 

Kiddie Fishing 

 

no standards 

set 

 

725 feet  

    

 

Picnicking 

 

3 tables/1,000 

 

22 tables  

 

24 tables 

 

-2 tables 

 

38 

tables 

 

-16 tables 

       

       

Basketball Court  1/5,000  0  2  -2 2  -2 
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Capital Improvements  

Evaluation 
The City of College Place has approximately 17.5 acres of open 
space.  It appears that College Place is well within common 
standards. However, the parks are concentrated in the eastern 
one-half of the city. 

 
Lions Park is in good condition with the exception of the south 
parking lot which needs to be resurfaced, entailing a relatively 
large expenditure, and the grandstands that need some 
planking replaced and concession stands that need 
rehabilitation which are minor costs. The playground equipment 
has been replaced. 
 
Kiwanis Park is in poorer condition, needing several 
improvements.  The parking lot is in need of rebuilding and 
should be enlarged since it can only accommodates 10 vehicles 
and the City has seen a 12% population increase from 2000 to 
2012OFM

 and has continued at a steady 1.25% increase from 
2010 to 2013OFM

.   The tennis courts themselves also are in 
need of resurfacing, suffering from severe cracks that have 
made the courts unsafe for use.  Restrooms are isolated from 
the main park by a city street, are out of compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), unsanitary and should be  
replaced. 
 
The completion of the automatic sprinkler systems at both parks 
is a high priority to City staff since the current manual system 
requires an excessive amount of labor and hence is costly to 
operate.  Bike and walking paths are very popular in College 
Place and are in high demand according to past surveys.  
Extension of the bike path through the City should be a primary 
goal as well as the provision of paths in future development 
where desirable. 

 

Potential Facilities 
Southwest Garrison Creek - The City's Comprehensive Plan 
Map indicates that as land is annexed and development occurs 
in this vicinity, land should be reserved for park purposes, 
particularly since there are no parks directly serving this area of 
the City. 
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Neighborhood Parks - Neighborhood parks of 1/2-acre or 
more should be a regular part of developing larger subdivisions.  
The City will also be alert to opportunities to acquire small 
parcels for neighborhood parks in areas that are currently 
underserved. 

It is anticipated that the facilities discussed above will be 
partially or wholly developer financed. 

Actions 

The City of College Place intends to place their major focus on 
the renovation and improvements of the existing facilities within 
the City.  As opportunities arise through development or 
redevelopment other park and open space acquisitions will be 
considered. 

Kiwanis Park - Kiwanis Park needs several physical 
improvements including installation of an automatic irrigation 
system, enlargement and rebuilding of the parking lot, the 
construction of new ADA restrooms , tennis court rebuilt into a 
multiuse court (tennis & basketball) and providing ADA 
connectivity between these facilities. It may be preferable to 
accomplish this all at once or in phases due to the need to plan 
the use of space along with the relocation of utilities. 

Installation of curb and gutter along 3rd Street which borders the 
park has been accomplished through the residential 
development in the area. 

Lions Park - Lions Park also is in need of some major 
improvements, particularly the installation of an automatic 
irrigation system and parking lot resurfacing.  Since none of 
these activities are tied physically together, they can be 
accomplished over time. 

Bike Routes - The City designates particular streets as bike 
routes rather than developing separate paths or street lanes.  
This reflects the level terrain and low traffic volumes on City 
streets.  Bike routes are discussed in the Transportation chapter 
of this Plan 
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Six Year Capital Facilities Plan 

This section summarizes the Six Year Capital Facilities Program for 
the City of College Place.  The Capital Facilities Program lists the 
capital improvement projects that are needed in each of the major 
infrastructure areas in order to maintain the City’s existing levels of 
service given the City’s estimated population projections for the water 
system, sewer system, streets, storm drainage, and parks.  The 
Program covers the next six years and includes those projects in 
excess of $5,000.   

The Capital Facilities Program provides a framework for facility 
planning in determining priorities, timing, estimated cost, and methods 
of financing particular projects.  It is updated annually prior to 
completing the budgeting process for the upcoming year. 

The Capital Facilities Program and the process it represents provide 
many benefits to the City including the following: 

1. It provides a list of projects in need of funds for repair or 
replacement of existing facilities before a major failure occurs. 
Maintaining existing facilities is cost effective. More dollars are 
often spent repairing or replacing facilities once a failure has 
occurred than if a planned approach had been taken earlier using 
preventive maintenance. 

2. It serves to focus the public and the City Staff’s attention on the 
infrastructure and needs of the City. 

3. It promotes continuity in the City’s Public Works Department by 
providing a consistent, planned list of needed improvements. 

 
Table CF-6 in the remainder of this Appendix summarizes the City’s 
Capital Facilities Program adopted in 2014 for Parks.  The Capital 
Facilities Program is revised and updated on an annual basis.  This 
document adopts by reference those updated plans. 
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Table CF-6 Park Projects (2014-2019) 

 

 

 

Priority Park Projects Total Cost Funding Source 

1 COMPLETED 2014 – New Playground 

Equipment (Kiwanis Park) & other 

improvements 

$100,000  City contribution 

2 Kiwanis Park - New ADA compliant 

restrooms, multiuse court & 

expanded/reconstructed parking 

$300,000 Grant & City contribution 

3 New Park (approximately 8-10 acres) $1,000,000 Grant, developer contribution, 

City  

4 Lion’s Park Improvements, Irrigation $100,000 Grant, City contribution 

 Total $1,500,000  
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Disclaimer: 
Please be advised that the data contained in Walla Walla County’s 
Geographic Information System (GIS) is subject to constant change 
and that Walla Walla County, its agents, consultants, contractors, or 
employees collectively referred to as “the County” do not guarantee 
that the information presented is accurate or complete. All data 
contained in the County’s GIS is provided by the County AS IS 
without warranty of any kind, implied or express, as to the 
information being accurate or complete. 
 
With knowledge of the foregoing, by proceeding to use the County’s 
GIS, each user agrees to waive, release and indemnify Walla Walla 
County, its agents, consultants, contractors or employees from any 
and all claims, actions, or causes of action for damages or injury to 
persons or property arising from the use or inability to use Walla 
Walla County’s GIS data.  
 
Walla Walla County will not be 
responsible for any data distributed 
by others.  The release of data to the  
requestor  does not authorize the 
party to redistribute or resell or act 
as an agent for any data received 
from the County. 
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